Abstract An identification key to all Malesian species of Mallotus was still lacking. So far, only keys per section of Mallotus or keys per island were generated. This is the first attempt to create a key for all species of Mallotus in Malesia.
INTRODUCTION
The revision of the Malesian species of Mallotus Lour. was recently finished Identification keys were presented per section (see former references) or they were presented in flora compilations for areas within Malesia: Borneo (Airy Shaw 1975 , Slik & Van Welzen 2004 , Java (Backer & Bakhuizen van den Brink Jr 1963) , Malay Peninsula (Whitmore 1973 ), New Guinea (Airy Shaw 1980 and Sumatra (Airy Shaw 1981) .
The revisions resulted in several name changes, the description of new species and different circumscriptions of species and genera. Mallotus sect. Oliganthae Airy Shaw and most of sect. Hancea (Seem.) Pax & K.Hoffm. now form genus Hancea Seem. together with Cordemoya Baill. (Sierra et al. 2007b) , while the genera Neotrewia Pax & K.Hoffm., Octospermum Airy Shaw and Trewia L. are united with Mallotus (Kulju et al. 2007) . Consequently, the keys in all regional island revisions have become outdated. The delimitation of the sections is also still a problem, sections like Axenfeldia, Philippinensis and Rottleropsis appear to be poly or paraphyletic and are difficult to recognize (Sierra et al. 2010) . Therefore, providing a simple key to the sections only (allowing continuing identification in the sectional revisions) is also no option. Thus, the only possibility left was to create a new key and this key is presented here. Large parts are directly based on the keys in the sectional revisions (references above). We invite everybody to try the key and results can be emailed to the first author.
KEY
Distributions mentioned only refer to the distribution within Malesia; the species may also occur outside Malesia.
Behind every species is a reference to a description (which can also be found via www.nationaalherbarium.nl/euphorbs). The numbers before the species refer to the numbers on the website. (Sierra et al. 2007a: 83) 38. Extrafloral nectaries marginal throughout blade, sometimes also all over the blade. (Sierra et al. 2005: 230) 
